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Dear Parents, Carers and members of the Moor House community,

The autumn term has been a very busy one. Over the course of the term, thirteen new families have
joined Moor House and it has been heartening to see that they have been warmly welcomed. The
events that have been organised by staff and the PSA, such as the Welcome to Moor House BBQ,
the Sponsored Walk and the ‘A Year in the Life of Moor House’ parent workshop have been well
attended by existing and new families alike. Our first Fireworks Display was a great success despite
the fact that it had to be postponed due to poor weather. I am sure it will become a much
anticipated annual event on the School & College calendar.
This term, the Friends of Moor House steering committee met for the first time. I am delighted to
announce that John Stevens, who was until the end of the summer term a long serving Trustee and
Governor, is taking on the role of Chair of the Friends. To find out more about the Friends see the
article on page 23 . If you know of anyone who would like to become a Friend of Moor House please
see the contact information on the same page.
The Christmas Fair was another highlight of the term. The students enjoyed preparing for and
manning their stalls and the PSA Hamper raffle was once again a great success. Thanks to all the
parents and carers who donated goods for these hampers and who gave up their time on the day to
help in making them up and selling tickets. The proceeds from the Christmas Fair will be going
towards redeveloping the quad area into a new junior playground and sensory garden. You will also
have received information about our Christmas campaign which is to raise funds for the same
project. If we manage to raise sufficient funds for this, work will commence late in the spring term.
As I write, there is a real sense that Christmas is approaching. On Tuesday and Wednesday of last
week students, staff and Governors in the School enjoyed delicious Christmas lunch prepared by our
excellent catering team. Earlier in the term, the younger students had taken part in the stirring of
the Christmas pudding, this annual event is met with much enthusiasm- see page 14 for pictures.
This week the college students will have their Christmas lunch – I look forward to judging the
Christmas jumper competition again this year- it is always quite competitive!
Rehearsals are well underway for the Christmas Concert. This year’s production is ‘Peace on Earth’.
The students and staff are working hard to make this yet another exceptional event. We are most
grateful to all at St John’s for allowing us to use the Church again this year. It is a great privilege for
the students to be able to perform in this beautiful building. I do hope to see many of you at these
performances.
Wishing you all a wonderful holiday and every happiness in 2019.

Helen Middleton
Principal
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On Saturday 8th September a team from MHS&C entered the Dragon Boat
Race at Bewl Water to raise funds for MHS&C. The team consisted of
members of old and current staff with members of their families, and most
departments within Moor House being represented.
The teamwork displayed was amazing, and the rowing skills obviously
improved during the three races as we shaved a huge 19 seconds off our
time. That may not sound a lot, but our last time was 1 minute 28 seconds!
We came around 25th out of 50, which we were all very proud of. We raised
over £1,300 for Moor House, so thank you to
everyone who donated!

A record 160 people attended the
Back to School BBQ in September –
a total of 46 families! The BBQ is
always a great way, particularly for
families new to the school, to meet
other parents and children at the start
of the school year and to establish
long-standing friendships.
Thanks to everyone who made it
possible and to everyone who
contributed to the £432 raised during
the event.

6

The Speech and Language therapy (SLT) team at Moor House School & College have been reflecting on the successes of this year’s
Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) Awareness Day on October 19th.
Staff and students planned numerous events and activities to help raise the profile of DLD and thoroughly enjoyed themselves as
they did it.
SLTs teamed up with the local train station to spread the word to London commuters through stalls, informal chats and providing
goodie bags and coffee cups explaining DLD. The SLTs also took over the school’s social media profiles to share articles, strategies to
support communication and videos from Raising Awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (RADLD).
The College students and SLTs prepared and released a video explaining what it is like to have DLD as a teenager
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzZEHpMJ_JE. This was incredibly popular on Social Media so much so that The Lost Voice Guy
(Winner of Britain’s Got Talent) tweeted it!
BBC Surrey Radio interviewed ex-student Ryan Kalifa who shared his life experiences of growing up with DLD and Dr Susan Ebbels
who described to listeners language difficulties that people with DLD face. She also explained how these difficulties can often be
hard to identify in school and how they can often be mislabelled: https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/player/bbc_radio_surrey
Within the School & College, staff, students and even visiting parents wore purple and yellow to help raise awareness and took part
in various quizzes to see how much they knew about DLD. Moor House has also planned a public information evening on November
27th to provide more information to the local community about DLD.
Staff, students and members of the public were encouraged to take scratch cards which held a mystery communication challenge
that allowed them to experience what it might be like to have DLD for a short time. These challenges included ‘only using 10 words
to get your message across for an hour’ and ‘watching the news in a different language’.
Moor House School & College were overwhelmed with the positive response and support received on this day and are already
preparing for an even bigger DLD Day on October 18th 2019!
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Presentations from Moor House School & College students were the highlight of an event
held by the school as part of the international campaign to raise awareness of Developmental
Language Disorder (DLD). The evening seminar which took place in the Methodist Hall in
Hurst Green attracted many local people as well as some from much further afield.
Welcoming the guests, the Principal, Helen Middleton, reflected on the school’s successful
track record of 70 years providing education with integrated therapy to children with DLD.
Nataša Marić, Head of Therapy Services, then outlined the way we typically develop language
skills and Dr Susan Ebbels contrasted this with an examination of some of the specific
characteristics of DLD.
Sophie Franks a former student who now works in residential care at the school described
how she feels when people use language that she finds difficult to understand and what
strategies she uses to deal with those situations.
Students then provided an illuminating insight into the challenges of growing up with DLD, how it has affected their lives and what
has helped them to overcome the barriers to their social and educational development and to equip them with the tools to become
independent adults.
Zara, a year 10 student, described her difficult experience in a mainstream school. “I was a girl who sat in the corner on her own and
didn’t say anything”. Another student, Emma, explained how, now that she is at Moor House and has help, she feels confident to
put her hand up in the class and talk in front of her peers.
Moor House College students Michael and Charles also talked about their individual experience and how specialist therapy and
teaching has made a difference to them and enabled them to achieve qualifications and become more confident and independent
young people.
Thank you to everyone, students, parents, staff and visitors who helped make the evening a success.
We hope to hold similar events in the future.
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This November was National Diabetes Awareness Month, with November 14th being World
Diabetes Day, aiming to raise awareness of the condition. There are almost 3.7 million people in the
UK living with diabetes, and the condition affects staff, students and families at Moor House School
& College. To help to raise awareness, I’m writing this article to tell you a bit about my story, bust
some common myths about diabetes and give you some signs to
look out for, which could indicate a diabetes diagnosis.
My name is Sally Francis and you may know me as a Speech &
Language therapist at MHS&C.
I was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the age of 7. Before this, I had been losing weight, feeling
very tired and sick, drinking lots and going to the toilet more frequently. When I was admitted to
hospital, my blood sugar was 53 (normal range is between 4 and 7) and the hospital staff were
amazed I was still conscious. I was, in fact, very excited because there was a rocking horse in the
waiting room, so was running around very enthusiastically. The situation wasn’t helped by the full
Me in hospital aged 7
sugar Tango and Jelly Tots my clueless dad had bought me as a treat for going into hospital (he still feels very guilty about this). I
stayed in hospital for a week and learned how to inject myself and manage my diet. Now I inject myself four times per day, and test
my blood glucose using a special machine. It’s been a journey of ups and downs (literally), including a time my dad found me face
down in my rice crispies, but now I am mostly able to keep my blood sugar under control and manage my condition independently.
For me, lots of different things can affect my blood sugar, such as stress, temperature and even having to unexpectedly run for a
train, so it’s an ever-changing playing field to keep on top of.

Myth 1: You got diabetes because you’re fat.
Although I have been indulging in a few too many mince pies recently, no type of diabetes is caused solely by
being overweight. The exact cause of Type 1 diabetes is unknown, but is thought to be affected by genetics and
environmental triggers. It usually occurs in children when the immune system attacks cells in the pancreas that
produce insulin (the hormone that controls blood sugar). Type 2 diabetes is usually accompanied in the news by
pictures of greasy burgers and morbidly obese people, but this also has a genetic component. Lifestyle factors
such as obesity and smoking can increase the likelihood of the condition, but it is not caused solely by being
overweight. Type 2 diabetics still produce insulin, but their bodies can’t use the insulin effectively to control blood
sugar.
Myth 2: You can’t eat that!
As a Type 1 diabetic, I’m able to indulge in treats as much as anybody else. I can adjust my
insulin based on my food intake to work as closely like a functioning pancreas as possible. If
I eat a doughnut, I do more insulin, and if I eat a carrot, I do less insulin.
As with non-diabetics, it wouldn’t be sensible to drink a six pack of coke followed by six
chocolate bars. So please don’t try and knock those mince pies out of my hand.
With Type 2 diabetics, diet is a lot more important and can be quite restrictive of high sugar
foods.
Myth 3: This ice cream sundae gave me diabetes.
This one is more of a personal bugbear, as it’s a hashtag used on Social
Media A LOT. No food is capable of giving you diabetes, no matter how
much sugar, sprinkles or chocolate you add. Diabetes can be a very serious
life limiting condition, which people do not often realise, and I find posts
like this tend to trivialise this.

My diabetes kit

Completing the
JDRF TRAIL CHALLENGE
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I have been teaching at MHS&C since September 2017.
Having moved from another school I can honestly say
that this is such a fabulous place to work. The staff are
fantastic and the students are just a delight to teach and
get to know. Each and every one of them bring
something different to my day. It is for that reason that I
have decided to run the London Marathon this coming
April to raise money for MHS&C. I love a challenge and
am now able to take on this event with a drive to helping
both promote awareness of Developmental Language Disorder and
support the work we do here.
On average 7% of the population have DLD, our students are very
lucky in the support that they receive but some do not get the help
they should or have not yet been identified as needing the support
due to lack of awareness.

16 September 2018
Susan Ebbels and Hilary Nicoll had a great
time in Stockholm running two courses for
Swedish Speech and Language Therapists
for Logopedforum.
Evidence Base for Children with Developmental
Language Disorder on Thursday and then
the SHAPE CODING ™ system, adapted for
Swedish on Friday. Very exciting times.

For me it is not only about raising money but brining as many people
together for such a great cause. I have therefore been working with
my tutor group, 9C, in creating mini businesses and pitches to
present to the Senior Management Team (SMT) to ask for a
potential loan to start a business in school (see page 19). All of the
profits will go towards my final Marathon total. I hope to work with
parents and students in order to raise further funds after Christmas
and raise a minimum of £1,500 by the end of this academic school
year.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=DanielleCarter6&pageUrl=1

Moor House parent Peter Irvine and his friend Matthew Kirkby plan to cycle from Nice in the Côte d'Azur, South of
France to Oxted in Surrey next year and raise thousands of pounds for Moor House. They are hoping that many
others will join them for the fun, camaraderie and a challenge - as well as raising £50,000 for charity.
Peter and wife Julia have a daughter who has attended Moor House since she was eight years old. Peter said:
"With the specialist education and support that Moor House provides, Julia and I have marvelled at how Sophie
has developed into a bright, articulate, independent teenager; something we never thought possible before she
started at Moor House.”
The cycling challenge aims to raise much-needed funds. Peter explains further: “I want to help Moor House to
continue to invest and expand in its capabilities to provide specialist education and support for children like
Sophie.”
Peter and Matthew, both celebrating their 50th birthdays next year, want others to join them on their amazing adventure or by
sponsoring their efforts. They have made it easy to take part by dividing the route into four different stages, all packaged with
accommodation, food and drink during the day, travel and logistics – even bike repair if necessary. The aim is for up to 30 friends
and family to take part on each stage.
The tour starts on 13th September returning to the UK 14 days later, 27th September, and
takes in some of the toughest climbs of the Tour de France route. In total the route is 1600
km in length broken down into four stages through the wine areas of the Rhône, Jura,
Champagne and Kent. Peter and Matthew are both wine enthusiasts too!
For more information, registration, costs and suggested donations visit the website for
the adventure: www.rfts19.com.
A sponsorship page will follow soon for those who want to support Peter and Matthew.
We wish them every success and look forward to reporting on the build up to the
adventure.
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The 10th annual Titsey Trail 10km race took place on Sunday 7th
October.
The race is organised by the Oxted Runners and Holland Athletics
Club, with the proceeds going to local charities, including, this year, Moor House School & College.
This year's race had a record entry, and was won in record time with about 370 runners enjoying the footpaths and tracks around
Limpsfield Chart in ideal running conditions.
This year they raised a massive £3,340 for Moor House School &College! The cheque was presented to Mrs Middleton on 18th
December by Gary Springer of the Oxted Runners.
If you raced this year, you will probably want to have another go next year; if you did not, then why not sign up? - enjoy yourself and
benefit local causes at the same time. The race is always on the first Sunday in October, and entries will open early in the New Year as soon as the organisers have had a chance to draw breath before getting stuck into sorting out the 2019 event.

Photograph by SMS Creative Photography

Moor House School & College attends the tes SEN show in October; the largest educational needs show in the UK.
The tes SEN Show is the largest, most-established special educational needs show in the UK
and in October this year Moor House School & College had a stand for the first time.
This event is for everyone in the special educational needs community and provides two days
of dedicated, educational and engaging SEN focus.
Members of staff attended including Senior Management Team, Helen Middleton; Jon
Mansell; Dr. Susan Ebbels; Nataša Marić; Sue Gray; Madeleine Van-Niekerk and Stephanie
Williams.
The two days where a great success with many visitors attracted to the stand after hearing
about the SHAPE CODING ™ system App. and the WHEEL OF INDEPENDENCE ™ framework,
for assisted independent living, both products that are being developed through the Moor
House Research and Training Institute.
It was encouraging to meet professionals who had navigated parents and children to Moor
House School & College and to hear of how the students had gone on to live independent and
fulfilling lives as a result of their educational needs being met at Moor House.
The stand is booked for next year and preparations are under way for what we hope will be an
even bigger event.
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The final week of the summer term was action packed with activities in current and new class teams, easing the transition
of students into the new academic year. What a week it was; the sun shone relentlessly, the students rose to every
challenge and smiles were plentiful!
Monday saw the whole school boarding a fleet of vehicles to Blacklands Farm, Sussex. Grouped into their new classes, the students took part in four
activity sessions. Many tried to find their way around the underground maze of tunnels, whilst avoiding dead ends and other students scrambling around
in the dark. Others soared to great heights on the bungee trampoline or scored baskets in aero ball. The crate challenge involved pairs of students
attempting to build the highest stack of milk crates whilst balancing precariously on top of the stack. Competition was strong and the collapse of the
stacks quite spectacular. Climbing challenges were undertaken on both high and low ropes courses. Seeing students challenge themselves and
overcome their anxieties whilst being cheered on by those watching, was an extremely heart-warming and worthwhile experience.
The following day the students reflected on and celebrated the successes of the year in an assembly which evoked a great sense of pride in staff and
students alike. This was followed by a ‘real life’ Mario Kart race. Mr. Walton, Mr. Crowhurst, Danny Carroll and Mr. Mansell AKA Mario, Luigi, Waluigi and
Wario climbed into their cardboard carts and completed three laps around the MHSC course. They had to navigate many of the obstacles found in the
Nintendo game; patches of slippery ground, obstructed vision and banana skins flung by some very excited spectators! Everyone was able to cool down
during the annual water fight at the end of the day; a much needed relief after the heat of the day.
Wednesday contained a range of workshops themed around the performing arts. ‘Tall Paul’ helped students to learn the tricky skill of circular breathing
needed to play a didgeridoo. ‘Rico’ taught circus skills including uni-cycling, plate spinning, juggling and diablo. Key Stage 2 and Year 7 students
mastered a dance routine from West End show, School of Rock, Yr. 8 students smashed the Bollywood routine in their dance workshop, whilst the senior
students rocked the street dance routine. Students enjoyed the call and response of the samba drums whilst soaking up the summer atmosphere.
The workshops continued on Thursday with students having the opportunity to try their hand at stage combat fighting; terrifying staff as students
learned to create the illusion of combat whilst being in no danger of hurting each other. An award winning DJ came to teach our young people how to
mix and scratch their favourite tracks into new and interesting sound combinations. Finally, author and animation artist, Christian Darkin, taught small
groups to use a green screen in order to create stunning special effects in the ICT suite.
It was an exhilarating way to finish the academic year. Experiencing so many new challenges with new class teams helped to cement some really positive
new relationships which have already been evident in the Autumn Term.
Many thanks go to all the staff and students who made Fame! Week such a success.
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This years MHS&C Sponsored Walk theme was ‘Into the Woods’ and organised by the
Residential Care department.
The weather was very kind and we had another fantastic turn out, with staff, parents and
students from across the school and college making a real effort with their outfits.
A fantastic £1,885.96 was raised by everyone who took part. Thank you.
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Article by Stuart Lane
World Mental Health day was on the 10th October 2018. The focus
this year was ‘young people and mental health in a changing world’.
Within Moor House School and College we adapted assemblies and
some of the time spent in tutor groups focussing on this area and the
impact of change. A staff professional development session took
place and the focus was on understanding adolescent mental health
alongside having a developmental language disorder. The importance of communicating about mental health was underlined
throughout the school and college and for all of us to take an active role in understanding the impact on mental health in a
changing world.
There is some fantastic information and resources on the www.mentalhealth.org.uk website on the following link:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/world-mental-health-day
Of particular note are the various publications from this site. Booklets such as how to look after your mental health, how to
overcome fear and anxiety, manage and reduce stress and how to sleep better provide information and tips that could help.
The World Health Organisation has helpful information and resources that focussed on world Mental Health day on the following
link:
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescent-mental-health

Despite the drizzling rain, Moor House School & College
upheld the long standing tradition of Remembrance Day by
holding their own ceremony on Friday 9th November, beside
the Remembrance Flag in the playground. We were very
fortunate to have Jock Grant join us; a Decorated serviceman
and an ex member of staff, who has been a local resident for a
considerable amount of time.
During the ceremony, the Student Council laid poppy wreaths
and crosses donated by the British Legion and then they,
along with all students and staff heard The Last Post, observed
a two minute silence and then waited in solemn
contemplation as they heard readings from ‘The Ode of
Remembrance’ by Laurence Binyon, and ‘The Kohima
Epitaph’ by John Maxwell Edmonds which were read by
Amelie and Freya , both from Year 11.
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You may be aware that students at Moor House School & College like to support and
raise awareness of many different charities throughout the year. This term, as well as
DLD Day there was also Odd Sock Day for the Anti-Bullying Alliance and the BBC’s
campaign for Children in Need .
Anti-bullying Week took place between 12th-16th of November. The theme this year is ‘choose respect’ where the students will be
taking part in a range of activities and lessons to increase their awareness about the topic. Part of this campaign was Odd Socks Day
on Monday 12th November. Students and staff were encouraged to wear odd socks to school to help raise awareness. It was also an
opportunity for them to express their uniqueness and celebrate their individuality. They were also all given wrist bands during
assembly to promote respect within the school environment.

Friday 16th November was Children In Need day.
To help raise money for this wonderful charity, the school council decided to have a
‘spotty day’.
Students were encouraged to dress wearing their favourite spotty clothes, or
anything else that would reflect this theme.
They raised over £100.00!
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On the 21st November, the students from the school council and college forum went on a trip to the Houses of Parliament.
The students visited the House of Lords and they were lucky enough to get to watch a question and answer session take place in the
House of Commons! The students enjoyed learning about all the different aspects of Parliament, including seeing the room where
the Queen gets ready, as well which toilet she uses. The students also enjoyed meeting a staff member from our local MP's , Sam
Gyimah office. He spoke to the students about the kind of work he does in the local area, and encouraged students to suggest ideas
of what they would like to change in the Hurst Green community. It was a great trip, and we look forward to going back next year!
The Students had their photos taken with a Lego Suffragette.

Bonfire night was rained off on Friday 9th November and postponed until 23rd November but all
200 tickets for the event sold out very quickly and there was a great sense of anticipation.
The children had a great time at the disco put on by staff beforehand and this was an enormous
help to parents attending the evening fireworks.
Always popular with children and adults alike, the burgers and sausages went down a storm and
the fireworks were spectacular!
Many thanks to everyone at school for making the disco possible and to the parents who helped
man the BBQ and sell drinks. A total of approximately £100 was raised during the evening.
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PSA UPDATE
Gearing up for the Christmas Fair on 30th November saw
many parents come to school to help create and wrap
hampers for the raffle, with many more having donated all
sorts of items to be packaged up. Thank you to everyone
who made this happen! It was a phenomenal effort. The
hampers alone raised an incredible £1239.

Everyone in the drama group worked really hard on the
Christmas Panto. They planned a performance of Aladdin at
the Bletchingly Village Hall, on the 10th December.
There was no charge for the tickets but there was a collection
by the Oxted Young Persons Theatre at the end of the night to
cover costs.
The students did amazingly well, performing to their parents,
members of the public and the Rotary Club.
The Oxted Young Persons Theatre hosted a little party for
everyone after the play with help from the Rotary club. There
were surprises planned, with presents being delivered for all
the cast!
The Young Oxted Players are an inclusive Theatre Company
for young people and adults who work in schools, youth clubs
and specialist centres in and around London, Surrey, Sussex,
Kent and the South East, with all needs, all ages, all abilities
and love to change peoples lives through drama.

On Wednesday the 5th December the Key Stage 4 Art and 3 Design
students took a trip to the new Design Museum in Kensington; a
fascinating building full of inventive, exciting designs.
Zara said; ‘It was different, we learnt about popular art, things we
had never seen before like wacky chairs which we took rides on.’
Emma; ‘I liked the dresses, they were made out of paper.’
Georgie; ‘One of a kind stuff, not repeated anywhere else.’
Henry H ‘I loved the kitchen all made out of wood.’
Henry C; ‘ it was interesting to see the plans of buildings made out
of card.’
The students toured the museum looking at the collection of
designs and gaining some inspiration for their own GCSE
portfolios.
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2MF have been learning about Africa this term. In R.E, we read a story called ‘Mama Panya’s
Pancakes’, about a little boy and his mother as they go through a Kenyan village to buy all
the ingredients for making her special pancakes. In Food, we then enjoyed making our own
pancakes, following the instructions in our groups. We had different toppings to try; sugar
and lemon, golden syrup and chocolate spread. They were very yummy!

In Maths, 2MF have been learning about
directions using the Bee-bot. They have been
learning about turning clockwise using train tracks and ‘Magic
Tracks’
In Geography, 2MF have been learning about Kenya. Last week
we cooked and tasted some Kenyan food including plantain,
sweet potato and corn on the cob Kenyan style (with lemon and
spice).

In English this term we have been studying
some traditional stories. As part of our
work and in order to consolidate their
understanding of one of the key stories, we
took 2MF students to see the Snow White
and Seven Dwarfs pantomime at the
Harlequin Theatre in Redhill on Thursday
13th Dec. Maxi K was chosen to go up on
stage and sing with Muddles. We were very
proud of him for performing so confidently
in front of a full house!

Students in 9C are making excellent progress in their literacy skills, taking an active part in their learning and
having matured a great deal this year.
As a class we have been set an enterprise project to raise money for MHS&C and also to support our tutor in running the London
Marathon for the school. This project has enabled us to work in groups and be creative, coming up with our own mini businesses. We
have written excellent formal letters to SMT, inviting them to watch our business pitches and are in the process of planning,
researching and preparing our presentations to deliver at the end of November. Our business names include: Fresh Cars, Sparkle and
Slime, Do Dares and The Hot Choc Chums. Watch this space and your parent communication for more information on how students
can support them.
As well as this project we have written some beautiful setting descriptions of a dilapidated garage based around our class text
‘Skellig.’ Students work has significantly improved since year eight with the support of shared writing opportunities and new
resources. We have also been working on inferencing and why a character has wings attached to his shoulder blades. These were
made using different materials and similes used to describe them.
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During the autumn term, we had the privilege of celebrating the Into Film Festival with a selection of
complimentary cinema tickets.
This year, this opportunity is available to our 8Cr class. We will be going to watch The House with a
Clock in its Walls at the Stag Community Arts Centre, on Friday, 23 November 2018.
This audio-visual experience is an opportunity to enrich the students’ appreciation of the digital
technology, including input, output and storage devices, which we learn about in Key Stage 3.
It was also a treat for the 8Cr tutor group for their hard work, teamwork and developing social
interaction.

7E have had a fantastic first term together. We have lots of students that are new to Moor
House so we have spent plenty of time getting to know each other and finding our way around
the school.
This term we have shared all about ourselves, our families, homes and what we like and dislike. 7E students
have been great at learning all about the specialist systems we use at Moor House, like signing, THRASS and
SHAPE CODING™ System! They are working really hard and picking up these skills very fast. Some students
have even been teaching their families what they have learnt!
In English, we have been learning about ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’, so we made some amazing props to
act out the story. 7E are really creative and have produced brilliant drawings and typed up their own
versions of the Greek myth on laptops.
In Life Skills, we have enjoyed doing lots of role plays to practise social skills and how to be a good friend to
others. We talked about friendship builders and blockers and even made videos of ourselves to help
us discuss this.
7E had a great time at the Christmas Fair. They drew and painted their
own festive ‘Pin the Nose’ games for students to play; they looked
amazing!
We can’t wait to see what’s going to happen next term!

Year 11 GCSE English students are studying ‘Blood Brothers’ as part of their English
Literature qualification this year.
Written by Willy Russell, BLOOD BROTHERS tells the tale of twins who, separated at
birth, grow up on opposite sides of the tracks, only to meet again with fateful
consequences.
My Trip to Blood Brothers by Freya
I was lucky enough to go and see Blood Brothers at Crawley Theatre. When my English teacher told me we were going to see it, I was
so excited even though I’d seen it before I just couldn’t get over how amazing it was the first time I saw it.
When we were sitting in are seats waiting for the show to start I couldn’t stop talking to my friend sitting next to me about how
excited I was. Then the music started and I sat back in my chair and got ready to be amazed a second time.
I think Blood Brothers is a very emotional story and the actors really connect with the audience so you kind of feel like you’re going
through the story with them.
When it got to the interval I was really into the story so I was sad there was only one other half left. I said to my English teacher “I
don’t want to leave this show it’s so good.” She told me there was whole half left. I told her it wasn’t enough.
The ending to Blood Brothers is the most emotional part and made me cry as it really touched my heart. I would really recommend
this production to anyone who is prepared to cry and feel real emotion.
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This year the students of Moor House School & College have been visited by a festive, but rather
naughty Elf, originally from ‘The Shelf’.
Year 7 students Tamara, Jacob and Ben in Year. 8 first discovered the Elf sitting in a paper drawer in
the art room. He had been very busy turning the art room supplies into beautiful, multi-coloured
snowflakes. He wasn’t very good at tidying up after hims-elf! As a reward for finding him, the
students received a small gift and were able to open the first three doors on the UNICEF charity
advent calendar. The advent calendar identifies the donations funded through the purchase of the
calendar. Items so far have included skipping ropes, chalk boards, medication and water purification
tablets.
On the second day the Elf found his way to the laundry where he slipped into a
‘Hello Kitty’ swimming costume and hid under the stairs—he was found by Rosie in
Year 10.
He then moved on to causing a nuisance in the admin office, shredding
signs designed to encourage students with their homework! He was found
by Faye in Year 4.
Most recently this cheeky chap was found by Alfie in year 8, calling for
help from the sports hall phone booth!
Well done to all the students who tracked down the Elf and as a result made a fantastic contribution
to UNICEF across the world.

What a positive thing to do at Christmas whilst also having a little bit of fun!

Moor House School & College are continuing to fundraise for
projects such as the Therapy Hub and the Sensory Garden. As a
school, staff and students work hard to support the projects.
In support of this venture, 9C have been planning school based
businesses in English lessons which they have pitched to SMT for
approval, using the same format as the programme ‘Dragons’
Den’.
Pitch winners The Hot Choc Chums will be selling Hot
Chocolate on the playground during the cold months of the year.
They have approached local businesses for cups and have taken a
small loan to buy their first set of supplies. Hot chocolates will be
available for the students to buy on the following dates at break
time:
Tuesday 8th January, Tuesday 22nd January , Tuesday 5th
February, Tuesday 26th February , Tuesday 5th March and
Tuesday 26th March.
The cups of hot chocolates will be sold for 70p.each
We would be grateful if students could bring in the exact change
to allow for as many students as possible to participate in this. The
stall will be manned by staff, the students in 9C, and the members
of the school council. The playground will be set up into a café
during this time so that we can facilitate conversation between
students and develop communication skills. Please support the
students in this business venture, all profits made will go back into
the school towards planned projects.

Performed by two talented actors with song, and dance,
music, puppetry, comedy and audience participation, the
topsy-turvy adventures of Alice spring into life!
After the students in KS2 and years 7 and 8 had enjoyed a
delicious Christmas lunch on Tuesday 11th December, the
whole school then gathered in the Sports Hall to watch a
performance of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by The Flying Pizza
Theatre Company!
There was lots of laughter, screaming and shouting of “behind
you” as the students watched two actors from the FPTC bring
to life the story of Alice.
Everyone loved the puppets of the white rabbit, humpty
dumpty and the hare but the greatest source of
entertainment and certainly the character who produced the
most laughter was the caterpillar which was one of the actors
rolling around on the floor in a bright blue sleeping bag!
All in all a fun way to spend an afternoon.

20

Year ten and eleven English GCSE classes were asked to write an article
entitled “Why I love my school”.
All entries were read by myself and Mrs Middleton and we selected one
to be sent to a local Newsletter, where the article was published.
Congratulations to Amelie who was the author of the winning article.
Myself and Mrs Middleton were very impressed with all the entries, well
done to all those who took the time to write such wonderful articles.
Mrs Taylor

7T have been collaborating!
Throughout the autumn term we have been
working on developing our social skills when
working in pairs and groups. This has been an
area of focus in Life Skills, PSHCE and some
English lessons.
Through our work on this topic we have talked
about concepts such as compromise and the
students have explored various ways this can be
achieved. The class has collaborated to make
paper rockets, compete in quiz games and
produce pieces of drama and dance.
The class has shown great improvements with their ability to work with others to complete joint tasks. Every single
member of the class has worked hard to improve their social skills when working collaboratively.

Yet again the catering team put on amazing festive spread for the
Moor House students, teachers and governors.
Thank you.
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One evening in care time we did
soap making with Rosie. The soaps
turned out beautifully and all who
took part enjoyed themselves.
On another night many of the
residential students enjoyed an
evening of den-making.

On the 14th of December, Moor House School
& College participated in Christmas Jumper
Day to raise money for the charity, Save The
Children. Everyone looked very festive!
Thank you to all who donated.
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On Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20th of December the
students of Moor House School performed ‘Peace on Earth’.
The production was held at St John’s Church again this year. The choir
and actors performed with their usual enthusiasm and energy.
The church was full to capacity for both performances. The students
were accompanied by the band which comprised a MHC student,
members of staff and friends and, or the first time this year, there
was a staff choir that joined in with one of the songs.
A retiring collection was held for two of the charities that Moor
House are supporting this year, Toilet Twinning and SOS SEN- a total
of £942.00 was raised .
Well done to all who participated and particular thanks to Mrs
Hardman, Mrs Nicoll and Mrs Taylor who were the staff responsible
for making this very special performance a reality.

A group of Moor House College students and staff had the privilege of supporting the Christmas Production.
A Music student from the College was part of the orchestra and demonstrated his fantastic musical skills playing the drums.
After enjoying a wonderful performance, guests were able to socialise afterwards. They were treated to a range of refreshments,
which were served by a team from the College. Thank you to the Catering and Maintenance teams who supported us with providing
these.
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I'd like to ask whether anyone might be able to help our College students find work experience. But more of that in a
minute, as I have some pieces of news about how our newly-formed association has begun.
One of the first decisions we’ve made is to instigate a shield to be presented to students annually – two shields in
fact. The Friends of Moor House Shield for the School is going to be awarded each year to a student who have made a
Contribution to the Wider Community. In the College a separate Shield will be presented to students who is considered to be an
Active Citizen. Our Steering Committee suggested the shields as a way of giving encouragement to students and at the same
time putting our association on the map for students and staff. It is the Senior Management Team (SMT) however who have
chosen the subject of the two awards.
Friends of Moor House was launched in the summer term and already we have over one hundred members. Many are parents,
staff or governors but I am especially pleased to see a considerable number of local well-wishers and others who formerly had
connections with Moor House. Thank you so much for signing up everyone.
I was asked to take the Chair of Friends and I have been joined by former Governors Donald Payne and Anders Stead and by Jane
Vallance as the Governors' representative. Helen Middleton of course, as the Principal, has a standing invitation to participate or
be represented. There is room on the committee for two more members if anybody would like to join us? We will meet twice a
year and work by email in the meantime.
We want to keep you all informed, for example through these termly newsletters, and we plan to create a ‘Friends’ page on the
Moor House website.
We also wish to be of practical help – hence the request to know if anyone might have ideas for work experience (WEX) for our
Sixth Formers. The College has a struggle every year to find the opportunities needed.
What we have in mind is anything linked to courses listed below that our students are studying:
Animal Management, Hair and Beauty, Land based learning and Agriculture, Catering / Professional Cookery, Art and Design,
Construction, Media, ICT, Child Care/ Early Years, Sport, Music, Floristry and the Fashion Industry.
Please do let us know if you might be able to open a door or two.
Kind regards
John Stevens—Friends of Moor House.

FRIENDS OF MOOR HOUSE
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Ex-Student Interview
David Badman, a Moor House pupil in the 1950s and now a Governor and Trustee, has just
completed a Master of Arts degree (MA) from the University of London’s Institute in Paris. He
puts his lifelong sense of curiosity and his can-do attitude, along with the skill-sets he developed
to work around his communication issues, down to the three years he spent here at Moor House.
Moor House: When were you at Moor House and what difference did it make to you?
David B: I came to Moor House in the 1950s, a withdrawn, frustrated yet very curious seven-year-old. I wanted to
make friends, play games, discover new things, join in like everyone else – but nobody could understand a word I
said. Moor House helped me learn skills and develop strategies to support communicating with others. Moor
House drilled into me the importance of never giving up, of concentrating hard until the job is completed, of never
letting go of my curiosity and of focussing on what I can do. Gradually my confidence increased which helped when I
had to tackle what I could not do when I arrived at Moor House – talk so that people could understand me.
MH: And how different were you when you left?
DB: When I left Moor House, aged 10, people could understand me! I still had to work on my pronunciation, but I
was more confident, more skilful in working around my communication issues. These issues no longer defined me: I
felt ready to take on the world.
MH: Why the MA degree and what was the subject?
DB: Why? I am still very curious, and, for me, the brain is like a muscle - use it or lose it. The subject? Let’s go back a
few years. My wife, Brigitte, is French and to know someone better, it helps to know them in their mother-tongue;
so, 10 years ago I studied a BA degree in French at Birkbeck, London University. This time I wanted to develop my
knowledge of Paris – a city I love, but about which I know surprisingly little. The MA course, covering the history and
the culture of Paris, came along at the right time.
19th October 2018 was DLD Awareness Day and I have looked again at the excellent YouTube video introduced by
Bryoni Holland which applied as much in the 1950s as it does now. What they, and all of us who have benefitted
from the Moor House experience, share is a foundation that sets us up for life.
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Hannah D started with MHS&C in 2009 and left at the end of that last academic
year. Here is a note from her to update the Moor House Community.
“Here's an update what I have been doing in Australia.
Today I went to Taronga Zoo to see the Prince Harry and Princess Meghan.
I shake their hands. I am on the UK news and newspaper!
I met have 3 Royals; Sophie Countess of Wessex, Prince Harry and Princess
Meghan. I am so lucky to have met them.
I have another job taking food out the tables and the other one is working in the
Florist.
It's been raining all week. Today was sunshine which was lovely for Royal couple
their first day in Sydney”.

Ex Moor House Student , Jonathan was awarded the
St David’s Award for Resilience by the British
Dyslexia Association.
This award is given to individuals who have been
successful in spite of the challenges they have faced
with their dyslexia.
His award was presented at the British Dyslexia
Association Awards evening on Friday
30th November at Drapers Hall, London by TV
personality Anthea Turner.
The Moor House Community are all very proud.

MORE ALUMNI NEWS:


James M (leaver July 2017) – passed his driving test and he and his parents are delighted;



Moyo J (leaver July 2017)– Successfully enrolled at South Bank University to study her Theatre & Performance
(BA Hons) – mum said to thank all staff as Moyo would not have been able to do this without Moor House’s
support.



Ryan K (leaver July 2015) – completed his BA Hons in Media Studies and has graduated from University this
year and achieved a 1st in his degree.



Chris J (leaver July 2016) – Completed his BA Hons in Fine Art and has graduated from University this year and
achieved a 1st in his degree.

It is always fantastic to hear from our ex students and catch up with their news.
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One of the Moor House College Students, David is a DJ and the demand for his
talents is on the rise.
He did a set at the Blue Marlin club in Ibiza and then they were so impressed they got
him a set at Kinky Malinki in Marbella, because they knew he was going on holiday.
Kinky Malinki in London also asked to meet David with a view to some work in the
UK.
David had a job DJ'ing at the Gig House during the summer where he played from
10pm - 2am.
David also played the Ministry of Sound this Halloween and was named on the posters line up.
He had a great night DJing. The feedback we got was that "he smashed it" !
It was lovely that two of his
MHS&C friends went along to
support him.
Just brilliant!

In November Hamish organised a trip to the Go-Karts in
Crawley.
17 college and school students were invited by Hamish. He picked the venue, day and guests. The photos show some of the guests
ready to race. Well organised and brilliant fun.

MHC Forum introduced themselves to the college during an assembly in September.
Since then, they have had their first meeting as a group in October and a follow up
meeting in November and have made many suggestions regarding improving college
facilities, procedures and activities. Some of these are being actioned. For example,
some students wanted to trial preparing meals using, ‘Hello Fresh’ and others have
requested end of term activities that involve everyone at college.
The college Forum are next challenged with agreeing on an activity to raise money for
the College’s chosen charity.
A trip to Parliament for five of the Forum members took place on Wednesday 21st
November. Members got to see Parliament in action and even spotted a few famous
faces! A great first term.
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James passed his theory test 1st time in October and has booked his practical
driving test;



Lydia has done brilliantly well to get her Silver Arts Award qualification! In fact
the team at Bore Place are so impressed with her work that they have asked if
they can display some of it in the Tudor House so that members of the public
coming to conferences and weddings can see it too.



Chicken Chow Mein lunch at the college (SEE PHOTO)



Harry – Passed his practical driving test.



Joe—Passed his practical driving test.



Ryan has been making a desert every week since September which is helping him with his course. He has
made some fab deserts including, cheesecake, apple crumble and banoffee pie. He really enjoys it and is
going to attempt profiteroles.



All of West Wing boys went to Aldi to do a food shop two weeks ago. They had to plan the food, menus
and budget. A whole range of life skills right there!



The West Wing boys went to a Toby Carvery at the end of October. They had a lovely time for a few of
them it was there first time there.

Four students were lucky enough to go to the
London premier of Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes
of Grindelwald in Leicester Square on
Wednesday evening, 14th November.
It was a late night which included dinner and a taxi
home. It was a long film but a fantastic night was
had by all.
This was a real treat that was arranged by a
student’s father who works for Warner Brothers.
We were also incredibly lucky to meet some of the
film’s actors, Eddie Redmayne, Ezra Miller to name
a few.

Hamish and Oliver working around the farm & learning to drive a tractor on Agriculture Level 1.
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Following an episode of News Round, 5LD have decided to do a reverse Advent Calendar this
festive season to help those who not able to afford everything they need at this time of the year.
As we count down to Christmas, rather than receive something each day, 5LD will each be
donating items to our Advent Box for those who are less fortunate than us.
We will fill our Advent Box with items of food, clothing or toys and donate these to a homeless
charity in East Grinstead at the end of term.

The charitable cake sale for WWF
on December 5th, went very well
and Sebastian raised over £100.00
for his chosen charity WWF, with
staff and students support.
Thank you all for everyone’s help,
Sebastian and the WWF really
appreciates all of your support.

The Occupational Therapy department along with some of the students planned an activity day for enhancement week.
Two students researched options, provided the information to the students, and then held a vote in the College. As a result, Moor
House College students went to Guildford Spectrum for bowling, followed by a trip to the High Street for lunch. There were seven
choices for lunch (Nando’s, GBK, Tortilla, Yo Sushi, Franco Manca, Five Guys, and Wagamama).
As a department Occupational Therapy are fully committed to enabling the students to
develop their independence skills whenever possible; so we enabled students with
Yellow 2 and above travel passes to be able to go off and enjoy lunch in a pair or small
group. This was under the proviso that they had a charged mobile phone on them so
that they could call staff should they need to, and that everyone regrouped after lunch.
Ten lanes were booked for bowling
and everyone played so well.
It was a day filled with smiles and
laughter to celebrate the end of a
successful autumn term!
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On Wednesday 19th December the staff and students of Moor House College enjoyed our annual
college Christmas Lunch.
We opted for a change of setting this year and travelled to Woldingham Golf Club. The staff set up a
gorgeous dining space complete with balloons, poppers and Christmas crackers to get us into the
holiday spirit. After everyone opened their presents from Secret Santa - which included inflatable
ring-toss antlers, sequin makeup bags, and stuffed toy bats - it was time to eat!
Eyes were wide and stomachs were growling as we were presented with our first course; a choice of
parsnip soup, ham terrine, seafood pate, or mushroom bruschetta. By far the most popular choice of
main course was classic turkey with all the trimmings, but the less traditional choices of pork belly,
salmon, or aubergine timbale were also very much enjoyed. For dessert most went for the decadent
chocolate torte, and the rest chose either a Christmas pudding or mango mousse. The food was
delightful and was thoroughly savoured by all.
Between starters and main courses it was time for the Christmas Jumper Contest. It was a fierce
competition with lots of participants among both students and staff. Natalia Sparks won the staff
competition, and students Lydia Bailey and Matt Gosling both took home prizes for the student
competition. Well done to all who took part (and looked great doing it)!
We would like to thank the staff of Woldingham Golf Club for hosting us this year, and for cooking us
such a delicious festive meal. Everyone left with a full belly and an extra dose of Christmas cheer.
What a fantastic way to start the holidays!

30

Following an episode of News Round earlier this term, Maisie suggested that 5LD do a Reverse Advent Calendar this festive season
to help those who not able to afford everything they need at this time of the year.
As we counted down to the Christmas break, rather than receive something each day, 5LD (and MHC staff) have each been donating
items to our Advent Box for those who are less fortunate.
Our Advent BoxES (so much was donated) were filled to the brim with items such as food, clothing, toiletries, bedding, games
and toys and we donated them this morning to Crawley Open House https://www.crawleyopenhouse.co.uk/operation-santa
Crawley Open House are very grateful for our donations and welcomed us to have a tour of the facilities. The students and staff went
on Thursday 20th December.
5LD and Crawley House are very keen to continue the link we have created and
Maisie is taking the lead on suggesting other times throughout the year that
we can collect and donate items to Crawley Open House. Maisie is also
thinking that offering that she and some students help out with cooking or
serving a meal would be a nice thing to do also.
Lydia and Maisie think involving the school would be wonderful too and we are
spending tutor time now working out how we could do a whole school project.
The students were so generous and interested in what Crawley House do to
help people less fortunate than themselves, so please do make a comment to
them about the kind gesture they made.
Thank you very much to the staff who donated items too – this really was so
appreciative.

On Thursday 20 December, all the Moor House College students and Staff gathered in the Conference Room for the Autumn term
Celebration Assembly. The room was filled with excitement at the prospect of the Awards, as well as the upcoming Christmas break.
Moor House College students have had an amazing term. This was reflected in the many certificates handed out to the students. It
was the Assembly where the highest number of certificates was achieved.
Many of the students received more than one award. This showed their commitment to their learning and attitude to their studies.
Some have passed examinations and their driving licences, others have achieved travel passes, yet others represented Moor House
College in the community and some have assisted with the organisational aspects of the Moor House College calendar.
The Assembly ended with the two most prestigious awards. Two Students of the Term Awards were handed out, one to Lydia and
the other to Ben. Both students have had an impressive term. The Head Teachers Award was presented to Sebastian. He achieved
this award for his devoted work to his course, as well as his thoughtfulness for animals. Sebastian raised money for the WWF charity.
Congratulations to all the students of Moor House College.
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School STA
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College RCW
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Georgina Parker
College STA
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Apprentice
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STA
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Teacher
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Teacher
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Speech and
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School RCW
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STA
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Speech and
Language
Therapist
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Fernando
Occupational
Therapist

Angela Spink
Waking Night
Supervisor
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Belliveau
Specialist
Literacy Tutor

Moor House School & College
PARENT WORKSHOP PROGRAMME
25 January 2019

The SHAPE CODING ™ System for Parents & Carers

15 March 2019**

Maths – Presentation and joint student/parent learning activity

3 May 2019

Family workshop to include siblings (Stuart Lane and others)

24 May 2019**

Relationships & Sex Education

14 June 2019

Life skills –practical approaches for supporting students
All workshops are from 1pm – 2.45pm unless specified otherwise

** Parent lunch – an opportunity for open discussion and socialising 12-1pm
Please ensure if have booked your place via the school office for all the above
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END OF TERM RETURN ON 3rd JANUARY

JANUARY 2019
Thursday 3rd

SPRING TERM STARTS (all students return from 8.30am)

Friday 25th

Further information to come out to parents
Confirmation of attendance required

The SHAPE CODING ™ System for Parents and Carers

FEBRUARY
Friday 8th
Friday 15th
Monday 25th

Interim reports despatched
Progress Day Key Stages 4 and 5

9.00 – 3.30

Further details will be issued nearer the time

9.00 – 3.30

Further details will be issued nearer the time

STUDENTS RETURN

MARCH
Friday 8TH
Thursday 7th
Wednesday 12

Progress Day Key Stages 2 and 3
World Book Day
th

World Maths Day

Monday 11th –
Friday 15th

Science Week – joint learning session with parents TBC
Parent workshop
Maths- Presentation and joint student/parent learning activity
Parent lunch an opportunity for open discussion and socialising 12-1pm

1 – 2.45

Friday 15th
Friday 15th March

Vaccinations - Final School Booster -

YEAR 9

Wednesday 20th

Swimming gala (School only)

For information only

12-1

Further information to come out to parents
Confirmation of attendance required

APRIL
Friday 5th END OF TERM – RETURN 24th APRIL
SUMMER TERM STARTS
Wednesday 24th
Friday 26th April

Vaccinations HPV 2nd Dose - YEAR 8 GIRLS

Monday 29th

Mufti Day

For the Fete

Donation of items for the Summer Fete further
information will be sent near the time

MAY
Friday 3rd

Parent Workshop
Family Workshop to include siblings (Stuart Lane and others)
PSA Meeting during break

Tuesday 7th

Mufti Day

For the fete

Friday 17th
Saturday 11th

Curriculum, Options and Progression Afternoon

12-2.45

EVENT TBC

1–4

Sports Field

Parent Workshop—Sex and Relationships
Parent lunch an opportunity for open discussion and socialising 121pm

1 – 2.45
12-1

Further information TBC
Confirmation of attendance required

Further information to come out to parents
Confirmation of attendance required

Friday 24th

Further information TBC
Confirmation of attendance required
Donation of items for the Summer Fete

Friday 24th END OF TERM RETURN ON 3rd JUNE

JUNE
Friday 7th June

Past Pupils Day and BBQ

Friday 14th

Parent Workshop
Life Skills – practical approaches for supporting students

1 – 2.45

Wednesday 12th

Art Exhibition private view TBC

The Art Studio

Friday 21st

Sports Day
PSA meeting during lunch in the conference room
PSA Family Camp

10am Holland Sports Field
Camp starts late afternoon

PSA Family Camp

Camp finishes Saturday morning

Friday 21st - Saturday
23rd
Wednesday 26th
Thursday 27th

Year 11’s Prom
Leavers’ Day Moor House School

JULY
Monday – 1-5th

Year 10 WEX

Friday 5th

Open Air Theatre

Monday 8th

New Admissions Day

Monday – Friday 8th –
12th

COLLEGE Enhancement week

Wednesday 10th

College Prom

Friday 12th

College Celebration of Achievements
END OF TERM FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

Monday- Friday 15th
19th

SCHOOL Enhancement Week

19th Friday July 2019—END OF TERM FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS

Subject to exam confirmations
Year 11 Students leave

Subject to exam confirmations
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2019 Christmas Card Competition WINNER by Jordan 8CH

Christmas Card Competition Runner up by Stephen 7E

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Angus 7E

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Ayaan 7T

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Maddie 7T

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Oscar 10O

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Isobel 2MF

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Issy 9F

Christmas Card Competition Highly Commended by Angus 7E
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The PSA provides an important link for families and the School / College. During the school year it organises many social and
fund-raising events. These provide a great forum for parents to come together, share experiences and make friends. Every class has
a PSA ‘rep’, who helps connect parents and shares information about forthcoming events. There’s also a closed Facebook page
“Moor House School & College Parent Staff Association”.
Please join us, get involved and if you can, volunteer to help deliver some of the events in the summer term. We always need willing
helpers! We’d love to hear from you with any ideas and suggestions too!

Moor House School & College Parents Staff Association Facebook page
Don’t forget to join our school community on Facebook – it’s a great way to stay in touch and keep up with all the events going on
throughout the school year. You can find us on Facebook by searching “Moor House School & College Parents Staff Association”.

A reminder about class ‘reps’
We now have at least one parent contact in each class who has agreed to keep in touch with everyone in their class, sharing information about important school events and help bring everyone together socially. Please do feel free to reach out to your PSA rep –
Some classes have set up WhatsApp groups to make communication easy.
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to do this role. Please see the list below:

7E – Eve Fry and Rehana Sultan Ali
7T – Cecilia Williams, Emily Lambourne and

PSA EVENT

Tania Linger

TBC

February 2019

MOOR HOUSE
MASQUERADE
BALL

Saturday 2nd March
2019—De Vere, East
Horsley 7pm –12am

PSA Meeting

Friday 3rd May during
lunch for workshop and
21st June lunchtime for
sports day.

8CH – Anita Leeds
8CR – Jenny Smith
9C – Jennifer Dreischmeier and Camilla Southern
9F – Maria Lobb, Cary Pope and Sarah Hart
10O – Clara Cervera
10R – Julia Irvine
11F – Stuart Beattie and Maire Bowers
11M – Julie Covill

Dates

Julia Irvine, PSA Chair (parent)

moatlands.julia@gmail.com

Julie Covill, PSA Treasurer (parent)

juliebergner1@gmail.com

Debra Caldow, PSA Secretary and PA (parent)

debracaldrow@hotmail.com

Hilary Nicoll, KS3 Speech and Language Therapist

nicollh@moorhouseschool.co.uk

Ms. Stephanie Williams, SMT representative

williamss@moorhouseschool.co.uk

Polly Harrison, Learning Support Team Leader

harrisonp@moorhouseschool.co.uk
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We would like to request that all parents provide drinking bottles for their children to bring each day into School and College. Perhaps an
idea for a stocking filler?
BPA Free plastic bottles are great option because they are not harmful to you or the environment, they are lightweight but strong, they
come in many different designs and colours. Stainless Steel bottles – are considered the most cost effective green water bottle, it will last
forever. They show no risk to the environment. These can be filled with water at various points around Moor House but children will be
asked to take them home to be cleaned.
We ask that the bottles have your child’s name put on them in permanent pen.
Our students have been campaigning in Moor House for environment protection. To this end both the student council and individual
classes have asked that we look at reducing our use of plastics. Moor House is also keen to providing services in an
environmentally responsible way. We are therefore not purchasing single-use plastic cups going forwards
(these are predominantly used by students for drinking water).
A small quantity of paper cups will be available for emergencies.
Wishing you a happy and restful Christmas Break

On April 25th Moor House will be running a fundraising golf day which
features ‘Beat the Pro’ and includes snacks, coffee and a delicious roast
dinner.
It is a shot gun start, with teams of four and costs £120.00 per person. If you
are interested in taking part and have a team of four please contact our
Fundraising Officer Helen Delevingne at
delevingneh@moorhouseschool.co.uk for an application form.
Single players are welcome as well and we will create a team for you.

The outside area of concrete and grass in the quad is in desperate need of
refurbishment. To try and remedy this we are having a MHS&C Christmas Campaign to
raise funds for a new junior play area and sensory garden that will help to stimulate the
children’s senses with scented and edible plants, sculptures and sculpted handrails,
water features designed to make sound, textured touch-pad and play areas for the
children. The students will have an opportunity to improve their motor skills and learn
about the world around them.

We have received a great
response to the impending,
fabulous Masquerade Ball
next year and with this in mind we only
have 56 places left to fill.
Please don’t miss out, if you are keen to
come, book on ParentMail under the shop
section marked masquerade ball.
If you have already booked, don’t forget
your masks - as a prize for the best mask
will be presented on the night.
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Moor House School & College have registered as a good
cause for the Tandridge Together Lottery.
Tickets cost from £1 per week and give the chance to win £25,000.
What’s more, 50% of all ticket sales will go directly to MHS&C and a
further 10% will go towards other good causes in the area.
Sign up and you will also have the opportunity to win an Everyman
Cinema Membership for the ultimate cinematic experience
(locations listed below).

There is no cost to the charities, projects and groups who sign up.
You’ve got to be in it……….

Just a quick reminder that there is a very simple, quick and FREE
way for you to raise money for Moor House whenever you shop
online.
We are a registered charity both with Give as you Live and easyfundraising.

So how does it work?


Let’s say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis. Instead of going directly to the John Lewis website, you first log into either Give As You
Live or easyfundraising.



From their website you click through to John Lewis to make your purchase.



After you buy your shoes, a percentage of your purchase will be donated to Moor House and it won’t cost you a penny extra.



You can shop for products from thousands of leading online retailers, including the big supermarkets, so even your weekly online grocery shop
could raise valuable funds for Moor House.

It’s quick, easy and free to sign up.
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/signup
https://new.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=36770
Both sites have added features such as comparison tools and donation reminders so you never miss a free donation again, along with exclusive offers
and deals. Thanks for your support and happy shopping!
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